Comment on FCC NPRM MB 19-311: All-Digital AM Broadcasting 


This comment specifically addresses the effect of voluntary digital AM broadcast transition on 
the distribution of emergency information to the general population. 


| suggest that the proposed rules be amended to require the following types of AM stations to 
retain analog AM broadcast capability for a period of 10-15 years: 


Clear-channel stations 

Emergency Advisory Radio Stations 

Other stations officially designated as emergency information stations, whether the 
official designation is made locally or nationally 


These stations must broadcast emergency information in analog AM, regardless of whether they 
also broadcast such information in digital AM format. 


This suggestion is based on the following points: 


e Few if any of today's emergency radios (typified by hand-crank or solar-charged 
varieties) are capable of receiving digital AM stations 
Relatively few people have portable radios of any type with digital AM capability 
Only 18% of vehicles on the road have digital AM capability as of March 2019 
(http://www. insideradio.com/more-than-half-of-new-cars-now-equipped-with-hd/article_0 
55842a0-3f18-11e9-af44-abb5c736f701.html) 

e Proliferation of digital AM radio will likely take much longer than digital TV, due to less 
consumer incentive 


For these reasons, it will likely be 10-15 years before emergency information can be widely and 
reliably disseminated via digital AM. Thus, | believe my suggested amendment is needed to 
ensure the reliable dissemination of emergency information via AM radio. 


